[Anesthetics vapors and gases and health hazards: results of an environmental survey].
The occupational exposure to nitrous oxide and other anaesthetic agents in two hospitals was measured with personal samplers. The highest concentration of nitrous oxide was found in the orthopaedic theatre (2932 ppm), but in other operating theatres the values were not less than 200 ppm. Both the average volume of anaesthetic gases and vapours used per patient and per room and lack of appreciable active ventilation may affect the exposure of staff, potentially at risk from excessive occupational exposure to anaesthetic agents. These observations suggest that adequate health and safety programmes should be established in occupational health care.